ELIZABETHAN  AND  JACOBEAN
victory5 had been the question for fourteen years. Civil war
and foreign intervention would have ruined all. And now
there was peace, 'just and honourable9,1 at home and abroad.
The peculiar trouble of the Tudor Age, the uncertainty of the
succession, had vanished; the peculiar trouble of the Stuart
Age, the constitutional dispute, had still to assume any acute
form.
There is abundant evidence that it was in no spirit of cynicism
and gloom that the new reign began. Francis Bacon said that
England was cas a man that awaketh out of a fearful dream'.2
If we turn to the recently published Calendar of the Hatfield
House Manuscripts (1603-4) what we see is a great nation passing
in safety through a serious dynastic crisis by its own steadiness,
and its determination to tolerate no civil strife. Englishmen in
1603 were overjoyed to find that they had got safely past the
danger which two generations had dreaded. Over and over
again in the Hatfield Papers we read words such as, 'The like
joy, both in London and all parts of England, was never
known'. Sir George Carew writes from Coventry:
All men are exceedingly satisfied and praise God, who of His
goodness hath so miraculously provided for us, contrary to
the opinions of the wisest, who for many years past trembled
to think of her Majesty's decease, as if instantly upon it the
kingdom would have been torn in sunder.
From York, Burghley writes to his brother Cecil:
The contentment of the people is unspeakable, seeing all
things proceed so quietly, whereas they expected in the
interim their houses should have been spoiled and sacked.8
Such quotations could be multiplied. Foreign nations were
equally surprised. Especially noteworthy is the report of the
French ambassador to his great king, Henri IV, admiring the
steadiness of Englishmen at the crisis.4 The report, so far as I
know, has never been printed or translated. It deserves to be.
1  GARDINER, op. cit., i, 214.
2  Works, ed. SPEDDING, vi, 1858, pp. 276-7.
3 See vol. xv, ed. M. S. GIUSEPPI, passim, especially pp. 8, u, 35-6.
4 Brit. Mus. Add. MSS. 30639.
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